US: 




















WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, September 8, 1800. 





Hints againft giving Way to fudden Pajffion and Surprize. 
[From Parkinfon’s Publication entitled «* Dangerous Sports.”’} 


HEN the morning came, Mr. Millfon returned to his 
houfe, or rather cave in the rock, firft exprefling his 

hearty thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Henneth, for the kind and 
hofpitable treatment they had afforded him; and begged the 
panty would not be late before they honoured him with their 
vilit. ; 
It was, at laft, fettled that they were to be with him by 
twelve o’clock, and Mr. Millfon, taking Mr. Henneth afide, 
begged him, when they had arrived within a hundred yards 
of the houfe, to Iet George run forward to apprize him of 
their coming, and then whifpered fomething in Mr. Henneth’s 
ear. 
“ Pray, Mr. Author, what did he fay when he whifpered 
to him ?”—** My charming little reader—What,why do you 
{uppofe he {poke in a whifper ?”—*"* Becaufe he wifhed, I 
fuppofe, not to be heard by any one, but him to whom he 
{poke.”—“* Then let us, my young friend, not make a breach 
in our good manners, but leave the fecret between Mr. Hen- 
neth and his friend old Millfon, not doubting but that, at a 
Proper time, if it be fit to be communicated, we fhall be- 
come a party. in the fecret.”’ 

They were all anxious for the time to arrive, at which 
they were to be admitted to the honour of a vifit at Mr. 
Millfon’s curious cave. When the time came, they all fat 
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off as happy as princes, anticipating the delight they were 
about to experience. 

As they were going along, Mr. Henneth turned round, 
on hearing a noife behind, when he faw Thomas Willkins 
lying on the ground, to all appearance lifelefs, and Edward 
Harris hanging over him, under the greateft alarm, On en. 
quiry, he found that in confequence of-a little difpute, in 
which Thomas Willkins had treated Edward Harris witha 
great deal of infolence and contempt; Edward, on the 
other’s calling hima lyar, had knocked him down by a 
blow on the fide of his head. In a few moments, however, 
he recovered by the care of Mr. Henneth, when Edward 
flew to him, and, in the moft affeGlionate manner, intreated 
his pardon, and begged his forgivenefs. He then took Mr. 
Henneth by the hand, and faid, “ But you, Sir, I fear, can- 
not forgive my ill behaviour.”—"* Yes, Edward, I can, (faid 
Mr. Henneth) but on this condition that you will confider 
the confequences of thus being led away by paflion. Ponder, 
my dear fellow, a little on the efcape you have had, and 
think what would have been the refleétions, which would 
have ever tormented you, if you had thus robbed, in a fit of 
paflion, a fellow-creature, a companion and play-mate, of 
his life !”—Lidward promifed to pay due attention to Mr. 
Henneth’s cautions, and Thomas Willkins being now re- 
covered they purfued their walk. 

As foon as they arrived within fight of the houfe, Mr. 
Henneth told George that he might now run forwards, and 
inform Mr. Millfon that the whole family was coming; for 
Mrs. Henncth, with the young ladies, and even Joe, being 
of the party. 

Away George ran, lifted the latch, and jumped joyfully 
in but, in lefs than in a minyte, the door opened again, 
and out flew George, wringing his hands im the deepef dif- 
trefs, and affe€ted with the utmoft alarm and terror. They 
all ran towards him, and alked, what could have happenedto 
terrify him fo?—‘* Oh, Sir, (cried George, addreffing his 
father) I fhall never be happy again! Oh, what a wicked 
wreich Tam !"——“* What, my dear, is the matter ?”— Poor 
Mr. Millfon, (faid George) that I fhould murder you !"— 
** What docs the child mean ?” faid Mr. Henneth.—" Alas! 
I have killed my dear friend, my good Mr. Millfon.”— My 
dear child ({aid Mr. Henneth), colle& yourfelf. Be cool, 
explain yourfelf, and tell us particularly what has happened. 
—'* 1} will, as weltas 1-can (faid George)—when I got inte 
Mr, Mil!fon’s room, he was fitting, in his‘old coat, afleep, by 

the 














































the: 
ont 
fire- 
oug 
atte! 
touc 
tow: 
inh 
—V 
brea 
ftor 
difts 


and 
the 
one 


this 

with 
The 
havi 
com 


effor 


whe 
whi 
forg 
fartl 
wha' 
with 
held 
com 
the | 
quel 
its 1 
appe 


they 
mon 
rufh 
they 
Dec 
the ; 
play 
can 

























































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 183 


the fire, with his head laying on his hands on the table; and 
on the table was one of the piftols which ufed to be over his 
fire-place. As he was afleep I did not know whether I 
ought to awake him; and I acknowledge I very imprudently 
attempted to take up the piftol to look at it; but direé&ly I 
touched it, it went off, and as I happened to hold it diref&ted 
towards him, the whole of its contents, I fuppofe, are lodged 
in his poor head, for he direétly fell motionlefs on the floor.” 
—We have not pretended to infert half of the numerous 
breaks and interruptions which disjoined poor George’s 
ftory, nor have we blotted our paper with his tears. His 
diftrefs was beyond defcription. 

The whole party now made all the hafte they could, 
and rulhed into the room, but were hindered from examining 
the fallen lifelefs mafs, by the fudden opening of a door on 
one fide of the fire-place, and hearing a hollow voice fay, 
“ Enter here, and fear nothing.”—They all now paffed into 
this room, and as foon as they had all got in, the door flew to 
with fo much violence, as to feem to fhake the rock itfelf, 
They were now invoived in the deepeft darknefs, this room 
having before been only enlightened by the light which had 
come in at the door, which was now fhut fo clofe that no 
efforts of Mr, Henneth could open it. 

They had not remained Jong in this dreadful fituation 
when they heard very near them the foft breathings of a flute, 
which founded moft melodioufly, and almoft made them 
forget the horrors of the moment; when fuddenly, at the 
farther end of the cave, they beheld a face which had fome- 
what of the human form, but was rendered terrific by fhining 
with a ftrong vivid blue light. This they had fcarcely be- 
held a minute, when it difappeared, and the mufic again 
commenced. Scarcely had this continued a minute, when 
the face again appeared, but now it was illuminated.by fre- 
quent flafhes, and volumes of fire which came rolling out at 
its mouth. The mufic now was again heard, the.face dif- 
appeared, and they heard a door gently creak on its hinges. 

Whilft waiting very anxioufly to fee who fhould enter, 
they heard the mufic again; but at a greater diflance. Ina 
moment after, another door flew open, to which, as the light 
tufhed in there, they all flew; but guefs their wonder, when 
they paffed into a little apartment, in which, although it was 
December, rofes, pinks, and jafmine, were blowing, with 
the moft delightful fragrance, and numerous other plants dif- 
playing their beauties and diffufing their odours. No pen 
can defcribe the aflonifhment which might be now feen in 
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every countenance; but foon was their aftonifhment increafed, 
for George looking through the window, joined his hands to. 
gether, danced in an agony of joy, and with the tears flowing 
from his eyes, from the fweet poignancy of delight, ex. 
claimed, “ Oh, look! look !”—They all looked through the 
window, and beheld Mr. Millfon very compofedly at work 
in‘a little garden. 
The door which opened from this little hot-houfe into 
the garden was now foon found, and away they all flewto 
Millfon, who laughed moft heartily as they came round him, 
Joe, however, kept at a moft refpeétful diftance ; nay, if he 
could at that moment have flown a hundred miles from him, 
he undoubtedly would have done fo. “* It may (fays Joe to 
himfelf) be old Millfon, but how can that be, when he now 
lies dead in the front room? aye, aye, aye! laugh on, Mr. 
Devil, you don’t catch me near you.”—And truly did Joe 
keep to his word; for, during their ftay in the garden, Joe 
took care to keep as far from him as poflible. The young 
folks all clung clofe to Millfon, begging to know how he had 
brought himfelf to life again, and praying to know who was 
that dreadful man with a face of fire ?>—Mr. Henneth him. 
felf, witha laugh, faid, “* Well, Mr. Millfon, I muft confefs, 
notwithftanding the notice you gave me in a whifper this 
morning, I am quite at alofs with refpe& to feveral cir- 
cumftances I have this day witneffed; fo pray favour us 
with athorough explanation.”—"* Well, (fays Millfon) my 
welcome guelts follow me.’”’ He now returned into the green- 
houfe, and thence into the room they had laft quitted ; but 
here Joe thought it would be as well not to enter, and there- 
fore kept aloof. “* Come, Joe, come along,” fays Mr. Mill. 
fon.—** Not I indeed, Sir (faid Joe), except I can be affured 
that Old Fiery Face is not there.”—** Come along Joe, (faid 
Mr. Henneth) I'll infure your fafety.”—Joe now came i, 
and the door was again fhut, and all in darknefs; but, by 
touching a fpring, the blind, which covered the window, flew 
up, arid fhewed the garden they had juft quitted. The light, 
thus admitted, fhewed the room to be rather fpacious, with 
the fides covered with books, with a telefcope, globes, and 
other philofophical inflruments; and, in the middle of the 
room, a table fet out with cakes and a bottle or two of cur- 
rant wine. He now having feated his guefts, and fupplied 
them with refrefhment, told them, he would keep them no 
longer in fufpence, but would proceed to explain all the won- 
ders they had beheld, as well as the motives which had in 
: No great dil- 
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ficulty exifted in obtaining filence, all were as flill: and as 
attentive as pofible. Mr. Millfon therefore thus addreffed 
them :— When, my young friend, George, came with: Mr. 
Henneth, his father, to honour me with the invitation to en- 
joy thofe days of pleafantry we all have fo charmingly paffed, 
I faw that he fixed his eyés on my piftols; and it feemed 
with dificulty, indeed, that he could keep from beholding 
them; I was then convinced that his curiofity was fo much 
excited, and fuch a propenfity to meddle with fire arms 
created, that nothing but fome ftrong and ftriking circum- 
flance could countera&t. For this purpofe, therefore, havine 
you know had a new coat to pay my vifit in to Edley Caftle, 1 
this morning ftuffed my old coat full of ftraw and rags, I then 
placed it in a chair, in the pofition George found it, with its 
face, for the better concealment, feemingly leaning on the 
table. I alfo loaded one of the piftols with powder, faftened 
it tothe table, and tied a ftring to the trigger, which I brought 
through this hole in the door into this room, whilft I watched 
his motions through this hole. Dire&ly as I faw him touch 
the piftol, I pulled the flring, the piftol went off; then pul- 
ling another ftring faftened tothe chair in which my repre- 
fentative was placed, down he fell, and away run poor 
George. I then prepared for your reception in the other 
room, pulled open the door, called you in, with a feigned 
voice, and,then let the door fall violently to. I then took 
up my little flute, and played a bar or two of the flow move- 
ment in the overture of Artaxerxes; and then clapped ona 
ma{k, I had previoufly rubbed with phofphorus. This being 
removed, I again took my flute, and after performing a little 
time, I played off a chymical trick, by which I appeared to 
breathe flames. When you heard the door creak, I made 
my efcape intothe garden, and pulled the door open which 
led you into the green-houfe. Thus are all the myfteries 
explained; and now for the motives which induced me to 
play you thefe ftrange tricks. 

“ My intention in playing thofe little tricks, both to-day 
and yefterday evening, which excited, perhaps, fome little 
terror in-your minds, was that of fhewing you the folly of 
luppofing every ftrange appearance to ‘be fomething out of 
the ordinary courfe of nature, and the weaknefs of allowing 
yourfelves, fo to be overcome by terror on fuch occafions, as 
to be deprived of the power of making the neceffary exami- 
nation. It is no wonder that any one, who allows his mind 
10 tobe engroffed with terror on fuch occafions, and who fo 
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fiances pafs without examination, fhould refer every thing, in 
the Jeaft out of the common way, to witches, ghofts, fairies, 
&c. How much more proper was the conduét of my little 
heroine, who when the bloody ghoft appeared, went direflly 
up to it, and made that difcovery which difpelled all fear, 
Another remark I muft make refpeéting thofe experiments 
by which I have lately fo much engaged your attention; 
which is, that you fhould carefully obtain all the inftru@ion 
you are able, concerning the principles by which fuch ex. 
traordinary effeéts are produced ; and then thefe experiments 
may become to you, not merely a fource of amufement, but 
the means of important inftruction. But fome degree of 
{cientific knowledge is neceffary to be poffefled by thofe 
who choofe thus rationally to amufe themlelves, fince dif. 
agreeable confequences might be the refule of attempting to 
perform them without the neceflary previous information, 
When I found George was undoubtedly ftricken witha pro. 
penfity to play with fire-arms, I was determined, if poflible, 
to fhow him what ticklifh things they are; and to imprels 
on his mend, as flrongly as poflible, how much caution is 
neceflary in meddling with them; and the dangerous con 
fequences which may follow their being more improperly 
meddled with. For this purpofe I played him that trick, 
which, I believe, made fome impreflion on you all ; and, for 
the fame reafon, I fhall now beg you ferioufly to confider the 
dreadtul mifchiefs which may follow from admitting gun- 
powder and fire-arms among the number of your amule- 
ments.” —** Well, but (faid Charles Vincent) may we not 
play with gun-powder, and cannons, and fire-works, if we 
take care ?’’—"* Take care, indeed, ({aid Mr. Millfon) you're 
a fine fellow to talk of taking care; yes, young Pickle, much 
might be allowed to depend on your care, no doubt; youall 
of you know Frank Ruflel, who did live at Edley ; for mil- 
chief he was equal to Charles Vincent himfelf, for precipi- 
tancy he was about a match for Harry Wilding, and for 
quicknels of mind equal to any I have now the pleafureto 
{peakto. Yet fee how little may be depended on the care 
ot young folks, and evenof thofe of good abilities. He had 
purchafed alittle brafs cannon and an ounce of gun-powder; 
and having charged his cannon, was procceding to dilcharge 
it, when be found the priming would not light. He tried 
frefh priming, but in vain, and again, and again; until his 
patience being worn out, he thruft bis lighted ftick into the 
paper of gun-powder; but this was fo damp it did not di- 
recily take fire, he therefore then took the paper in one hand, 
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and applied the lighted ftick with the other hand, and it not 
taking fire é¢ven now, he raifed the gun-powder to his face, 
and blew on the lighted ftick, when the powder immediately 
exploded, burning the whole of his face in fo dreadful a 
manner, that for feveral days it could not be determined 
whether he would ever recover his fight, and had it not been 
for the properly dire€ted and unremitting efforts of his affec- 
tionate mother, he muft have been fo frightfully fcarred, as 
to have been dreadful to view. Therefore, my dear fellows, 
remember the fate of Frank Ruffel; and confider alfo, that 
although his misfortune was in faét the confequence of ex- 
treme thoughtleffnefs, yet, with fuch inflammable matter as 
gun-powder, no caution may be fufficient to fecure from 
dreadful accidents. As to {porting with fire-arms, it will be 
furely fufficient to relate to you an accident or two, and leave 
your own good fenfe to make the proper inferences ref{peéting 
the great degree of caution neceflary in meddling with thefe 
horrid inftruments of flayghter.”’ 








SINGULAR ADVENTURE. 


[From Jackfon’s Journey from India.] 


Frenchman was carrying difpatches to India, acrofs the 

Great Defert, from Aleppo to Buffora. He had with 
him an interpreter, and an efcort of about eighty men, 
moftly on camels. When about five days journey from 
Buffora, they were attacked in the evening by a wandering 
tribeof Arabs. The méflenger had a double-barrelled gun, 
with which he fhot the Sheik of the hoftile party ; but they 
tufhed with fuch fury at the firlt onfet, that before he had 
time to charge again, he was cut down bya fabre. Moft of 
the meflenger’s guards being killeflthey were firipped by the 
conquerors, and the meflenger among the reft, it being ima- 
gined that he was dead. After the engagement, the Arabs 
lighted fires to make coffee and refrefh themfelves; and, as 
iscuftomary with them, fat on the groundinacircle round 
the fire. 

The meffenger’s wound not proving mortal, (for though 
he had one fide of his face cut down, his fkull was not ma- 
terially injured) he at length recovered his fenfes ; and finding 
himfelf entirely naked,:as well as much weakened by the 
lofs of blood, he had nearly given himfelf up to defpair. 
But, recolleéting to liave heard of this fingular difpofition 
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in the Arabs, he refolved to try the experiment, as the only 
means of faving his life, or putting an end to his exiftence, 
He took .a view of the Arabs fitting round the fire, and 
fingled out him whom he thought motft likely to be the Chief, 
as being the oldeft looking man in the company. Naked as 
he was, and almoft covered with blood, he rufhed into the 
ting, and threw himfelf at his feet. His conjeéture was 
right. This .old man was the Chief, who immediately 
covered him with his cloak. He was now at a lofs foran 
interpreter ; but, on fearch being made, the interpreter was 
found ina fimilar fituation, wounded, but not dangeroufly. 
The meflenger had his clothes and difpatches returned to 
him; and the Chief entered into an agreement to deliver him 
fafe at Buflora, on the meflenger promifing to pay him one 
hundred Venetian fequins. Both parties performed their 
agreement; the meflenger arrived fafe, and had engageda 
dow totake him to Mufcat. This baving reached the Eng- 
lith refident’s ears, he feized the meflenger with his difpatches, 
and had his wounds dreffed by the Englith furgeon. It was 
imagined that the meffenger if fuffered to proceed, would 
not have reached India, as his wounds required much fur. 
gical affiftance. 





ACCOUNT of PEN PARK HOLE. 
[From the Philofophical Tranfactions. ] 


HIS hole, which is fituated in the corner of a plain field 
(near Pen Park, the feat of John Harmer, Efq. five 
miles from Briftol) is encompafled, for a {mall diftance round 
with a hedge, to prevent cattle, &c. from falling into tt; 
within this hedge there are a few bufhes growing; therefore 
thofe whofe curiofity rnay tempt them to vifit it, will do well 
to look cautioufly about them, before they venture to explore 
this dreadful gulph. Within this inclofure, which is buta 
few yards in circumference, a moft horrid chafm prefents 
itfelf to the eye, of no great depth at the opening, but a 
little lower it extends itfelf on every fide, quite out of fight; 
if a flone be caft into this opening, it will be heard: dafhing 
againft the protuberances of rock, &c. it meets with in fale 
ling, for a confiderable time, till, at laft, it is loft by plungimg 
into a vaft depth of water. ‘ 
A melancholy accident, which happened here on Friday, 
the 17thof March, 1775, was the caufe of this place being 
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more univerfally known than heretofore, and was the mean¢ 
of feveral perfons venturing down into it. The Rev. Mr. 
Newnham, one of the minor canons of Briftol cathedral, in 
company with another gentleman and two ladies, went to 
this place to examine the depth with a line, and on approach. 
ing the mouth of the aperture, for his greater fafety, laid 
hold of atwig which {prung from the root of an afh growing 
over the mouth of the cavern, but his foot unfortunately 
flipping, the twig broke, and he fell to the bottom, in fight 
of his friends, whofe diftrefs at this dreadful event may be 
imagined, but not defcribed ; and here we cannot omit a res 
markable circumftance, which is the pfalm in the morning 
fervice of that day, read by him at Clifton church, where he 
oficiated, for being fo plaintively defcriptive of his ap- 
proaching cataftrophe: Pfalm 88, v.6. ‘ Thou haft laid 
me in the loweft pit: ina place of darknefs, and in the 
deep.” Many perfons went down daily, for a confiderable 
time, in fearch of the body, which was not found till thirty « 
nine days after the accident, when it was met with floating on 
the water. 





The Neceffity of acknowledging our Ignorance. 
«« AllI know is that I know nothimg.”—Anc. Phil. 


To the PRINTER. 
SIR, 

HE above frank acknowledgment of fome ancient .phi- 

lofopher, whofe name I do not at prefent recolle&, has 
often appeared to me as a precedent not abfolutely unworthy 
tobe followed, even in fuch a wife and knowing age as we 
have the happinefs to live in. There are plenty of people 
teady to boaft of their knowledge, and to bring it before the 
public when they have a large ftock on hand, or, on other 
occafions, to make a very little go a great way. We have 
plenty who are ready to inform us that they are the greateft 


Philofophers, the greateft hiftorians, the greateft poets, and 


the greateft in all other branches of genius and knowledge ; 
but we have not fo many who are ready to acknowledge their 
ignorance, as the quantity of ignorance is attual exiitence 
feems to demand. 

_T have often wifhed, however, that men would be as wil- 
ling to confefs their ignorance, as well as to bring forward, 
in @)prominent point of view, their knowledge; becaufe 
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Y 
knowledge, where it exifts, is {ure to be difcovered withau 
any extraordinary. trouble, whereas ignorance requires fo 
many waysto hideit, {uch ftrange fhifts and expedients, fuch 
evalions, fuch quirks and quibbles, that yery few are enabled 
to conceal it without a much greater degree of trouble and 
expence than the article 1s fairly worth. _Itis, indeed, fome. 
what like telling a lie, which all gen‘lemen converfant in the 

rt, will acknowledge ta be far more difficult than the plaig 
truth, and far more difagreeable in its confequences thay a 
plain, unvarnithed tale.” 

Vhen I have feen any of my friends attempt to conceal 
their ignorance (for alas! | Aave many friends by whom 
that is thought neceflary), 1 have pitied their flruggles, ther 
paintul efforts, and their bard pulls, yet without any defiretg 
help them, becaufe I confider with what greater eafe. they 
might have at once confeffed their ignorance, and there the 
matter would have ended. With a view, therefore, to pre. 
vent fuch accidents hergafter, and bring ignorance, if I cag, 
into vague, | have taken up my. pen, and thall endeavourtg 
point out fome advantages which would attend a fais, frank, 
and open confeflion of our ignorance in all cafes where we 
happen to be poffelfed of that commodity, and likewife fome 
of the difadvantages attending the contrary and too common 
practice. 

It may be neceflary to fo great an undertaking, and, to 
fome, fo unpleafing a tafk, that I previoufly ftate certain pn- 
vileges to which 7:gnarance is entitled, and which I hope may 
in fome degree tendto recommend it. In the firft place, ig- 
norance is no crime. The law indeed fays, “ Ignarante 
neminem excufat,” that is, that ignorance is. not to be a- 

esmitted,as an excufe, but this, it muft be obferved, is in cales 
swhere itis in a man’s power to have acquired knowledge: 
sfor.example, a man’s being ignorant of the exiftence of the 
-tacome-tax will not excufe him from paying it ; and, indeed, 
a moft incorrigible ignoramus he muft be. who is ignorant ot 
this and. many other things of the kind. Such an, infance 
gannot well be fuppofed, where there are fo many gentlemen 
in the neighbourhood.whofe bufinefs it is to inform people of 
fuch, matters, and who come round quarterly, or monthly, 
and are extremely obliging in their communications. 
kgnorance, however, on the larger feale, and where @ man 
is neither expeéted nor obliged to know, is certainly no 
crime, and if ten thoufand inftances were to’be given, there 


would not, perhaps, be.a dozen out of the whole —— in 
whic 
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which a man might not catididly confefs his igtordnce 
without incufring any moral guilt. 

If fuch are the privileges of ighordnce, let us confider the 
advantages of frankly confeffing it. In the fir plate if it 
were a crime; the criminality is completely done away by thé 
confeflion, which makes men ready ehottgh to forgive. But 
another advantage arifes, namely, that he who conteffes his 
ignotance ig in the réadieft way to ¢et rid of fo dull atid 
troubléfome a companion, and gain knowledge in its ftead. 
To be fenfiblé of our defects is a flep toward having them 
fupplied, as knowing our diforder is a ftep toward having it 
cured. A man who will not acknowledge his ignorance, atid 
4 patient who will not teveéal his complaint, are equally be- 
yond the reach of affiffance. 

Inthe fécond place, a frank confeffion of ignorahcé would 
prévent the fhame which arténds its being expodfed. There 
is a wonderful difference between the fate of an ignétant man; 
and one who expofes his ignorance. ‘The former we feldom 
blame ; he calls for no cenfure : he atms at no diftin&tron : 
he claims no pre-eminence : he pretends to no more thar he 
has; hé does not elbow the wife. - But the latter is univer- 
fally deemed infufferable, and every one has a fling at him. 
It is a great matter, therefore, to be content with our igno- 
rancé, and nét attempt to pafs it wpon other people “for 
ktowled#e. Such falfe coin is furé to be detefted; évery 
tan is wp in arms againit fuch impudent forgeries. To be 
ignorant, and confefs it, is the fafef way to avoid the fhame 
aid ridicule of expofure, which fti¢k to a man a much longer 
timé than he is aware, 

The réafon why we have fo many pretendérs to knowledgé, 
who are grofsly ignorant, is, that mén take it into their heads 
that it is abfolutely neceffary to know every thing. Now it 
unfortunately happens that the longeff lifé is infufficient to 
tir aati into’ an encyclopedia; and therefore the wifeft 
plan would be to limit our knowledge to fuch few things as 
happen to be within our reach, and confefs our ignorance in 
others’; becaufé if we purfue this plan wé {hall get ample 
credit for our acquifitions, without being blamed for un- 
avoidable defe&is. We do not blame a merchant, bécaufe’ 
he is wna¢quainted with furgery, nor a furgeon becalfé he 
knows little of commerce. But if thefé charafters attempt 
to change places, we fhiall foon find enough’of that ignorance 
Which is generally concealéd with great’ pain, and expolfed 
With great fhanie, 
; 2F2 It 
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It appears to be a very fimple propofition, that “ it is not 
neceflary to know every thing,” and yet it is one of the 
moft dificult to perfuade men into. Hence we meet with 
politicians, forexample, in ale-houfes, who are more wife 
and knowing than are to be found in all the councils and 
courts of Europe, although when carefully examined, it will 
probably be found, that thefe fage pot-politicians hardly 
know whether Europe be an ifland ora continent. They 
will arrange armies in columns, who never faw a greater body 
than a volunteer corps, and will fend out the whole Britifh 
navy upon a fecret expediticn, without having ever feen a 
Jarger veifel than a Margate hoy. In thefe, and a hundred 
other cafes, that might be mentioned, the frank confeffion of 
ignorance would be extremely ufeful to the parties, prevent 
them from unneceffarily expofing themfelves, prevent their 
drinking more than their purfes or conftitutions could afford, 
and would give no uneafinefs to any perfons, except, per- 
haps, the publican or the brewer. 

If to fome it fhauld appear harfh that I have advifed them 
toa general confeflion of ignorance, I would with to modify 
the injunétion, by faying, that if they were only now and 
then to confefs themfelves ignorant, there would be a great 
and yifible change for the better in moft companies, And 
while 1 require this in cafes of real ignorance, 1 have no ob. 
jeétion to their being moft tenacious of what they do know. 
Obftinacy in cafes of this kind may be excufed, and it would 
be well if it occurred on no occafions of a different kind. 

I would add, upon the whole of this fubjeét, that flrange 
as it may feem, there are a great many things about which 
men employ themfelves, of our ignorance of which we 
need not be afhamed, becaufe it does not fignify a. firaw, 
whether we knowthem or not, I fhall tranfcribe the fenti- 
ments of alearned and moral author on this topic, by way of 
conc]ufion, “* There are, indeed,” fays he, “ many fub- 

jets of ftudy which feem but remotely allied to ufeful 
knowledge, and of little importance to virtue or happinels : 
nor is it eafy to forbear fome fallies of merriment, or exprel- 
fions of pity, when. we fee a man wrinkled with attention, 
and emaciated with folicitude, in the inveftigation of quef- 
tions, of which, without vifible inconvenience, the world 
may expire in ignorance,” 

This, indeed, is a frequent occurrence, and if I were ta, 
be confulted in many hundred fuch cafes, where the gene- 
tality of people fludy to be knowing, I would fay, Suck 


to your ignorance, and be not afhamed of it in any . that 
oes 
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does not concern your fituation in life, your well-being, your 


happinefs, and your virtue.’ 
I am, Sir, your’s, &c. 
SATIRICUS. 





SHORT HISTORY of THOMAS PARKER. 


HE following hiftory of Thomas Parker, who lately 
died in America, and who was an aétive naval officer 
during the late war, is extra&ted from his log-book :— 


* First Part OF THE VOYAGE.* 

*“ Pleafant, with fine breezes and free winds—all fail fet. 
ae many veffels in want of provifions—fupplied them 
reely. 

4 *“ MIDDLE PAssacE. 

“ Weather variable—hort of provifions—fpoke feveral 
of the above veflels our fupplies had enabled to refit—made 
fignals of diftrefs—they up helm, and bore awayf. 


““ LATTER Papt. 

“ Boifterous, with contrary winds—Current of Adverfity 
fetting hard to leeward—Towards the end of the paflage it 
cleared up. With the Quadrant of Honefty had an obfer- 
vation ; correéted and made up my reckoning ; and, after a 
paflage of fifty years, came to in Mortality Road, with the 
calm unruffled furface of the Ocean of Eternity in view.” 


* Alluding to the early part of bis life. 
+ Thofe whom he had formerly befriended, now, in his diftrefs, 
refufe him affliftance. 





‘ 


SKETCH of the LIFE of the late ADMIRAL MAC. 
BRIDE. 


HIS brave and {kilful officer died a few months fince, 

of a paralytic affe€tion, at the Hotel in Spring Gar- 
dens, London, He wasan ative of Ireland, and entered very 
early into the naval fervice, for which he difcovered a cone 
flant affeGtion. The firft dawn of his rifing fame was during 
the feven year’s war, whena Lieutenant, and commanding a 
cutter ftationed to cruize on the coaft of France. He here 


determined on the dangerous attempt to cut fome fhips out 
of 
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6f the enemy’s harbour, and having caufed the oard-of the 
boats to be mufiled, he with a chofen boat’s crew towed in; 
and actually brought out three of the {hips from under the very 
muzzles of the guns of the French batteries. For this feryice 
he was promoted to the rank of Mafler and Commander, and 
was foon after made a Poft Captain in the royal navy. His 
fame Rood ‘high, and he had intereft enough to keep the 
command of a frigate during the greater part of the enfuing 
peate, on board of which feveral vety diftinguithed charat. 
térs‘of the Englifh navy were educated for their profeffiot ; 
among others the -prefent Lord Charles Firzeérald, the Dake 
of Norfolk, 8c, his character for difcipline inducing many 
perfons of high rank to put their fons under his care. On 
the occafion of 4 ffigate'being difpat¢hed to condu& his Ma. 
jefty’s fifter, thie tate ‘nttfortunate Queen, from Denmark, 
Stadt, Macbride was made choice of for this fervice, and by 
his f{pirited’ conduét “frfftified that choice. He demanded 
from the guns of ‘the eaftle of Elfineur where fhe was con. 
fined, that refpeél ditetothe filter of his fovereign, whieh'the 
Danith Court would atherwife have withhetd. 

Through the whole of the late war, Macbride was in aftion ; 
he commanded the Biefffarfant, ‘and was in her in the ation 
between Admirat Keppel and’ Gount a’ Otviltiers, afd on 
that oMicer’s triad mavelpdiitiaguthed himlelf by fome fevere 
répartecs td the ‘quchions of the profecatdr, Pallifer. Inthe 
Bienfaifane he captased the Attois, 4 moft powerful frigate; 
and behaved-with  ereat' bravery if the a€tion under Lord 
Roddey, when hedett roy ed Dbn frran'de Langara’s fquadrone 
Being defirous of more aétive fervice than a fhip of the line 
afforded, he afked’ for tlie ¢ommanid of thé Artois, the frigate 
he had taken, affd’ m her was fent' to the North Seas, where, 
among other captures, he took two large Dutch’ privatetrs, 
and alterwards the-Pylades and Orefles, floops in our fer- 
vice. In his official account of thefe captures, he made ule 
of a ludicrous expreffion, that he'had' “* winged’ thé géntry,” 
an expreflion borrowed front a fport he was fond of, cocks 
fichting. 

When in the latter part of this war feamen were very 
much watited to man the fleets, he undertook to raife twenty 
tHoufand' nen in Tvelarid, and ina great degree fuccéeded, 
but’ unfortunarely,, as'itt moft cafes of that kind, was obliged 
to take all Ke could firid in the wilds arid jails of Ireland, and 
who afterwards proved! the inftipators of the mutinies which 
rook place im the fleet toward’ the conclufion of that war, 
Captain Macbride firft married Mifs Harrifon, TT of 
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the late Commodore Harrifon, with whom he acquired a 

ood fortune, and a beautiful feat on the hanks of the Tamar. 
His refidence here introduced him to aconneétion with the 
town of Plymouth, and the freemen of that place, to fhow 
their approbation of his conduét, eleéted him to reprefent 
them in Parliament, for which place he fat that feflion, and 
was. not an imadétive Member. He brought in a bill for 
the relief of the widows of warrant officers in the navy, 
which paffed into a law; he attempted alfo to procure 
another bill for reftri€ting Captains of the navy from holding 
civil employments, but in this he failed. He made a very 
fpirited itand againft the fortification plan of his Grace of 
Richmond ; and his oppofition to the attempt to pafs over 
fome of the moft deferving officers of the navy, ina pro- 
motion of flag officers, is highly to be commended. 

Captain Macbride was generally found on the fide of op- 
pofition, and from this circumftance loft his eleétion in 1790, 
but came in again ona vacancy, and continued to fit for Ply- 
mouth till 1796. 

In 4793, he was promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral ; 
in 1794, of Vice Admiral; and in 2796, to be Admiral ot 
the Blue; but in this war has had litle opportunity to dif- 
tinguifh himfelf. At the beginning of it, he was appointed 
to command at Plymouth, and fince his refignation of that 
pol we believe Admiral Macbvide never hoifted his flag. 





CURIOUS MODE of SETTLING «¢ CHALLENGE. 
ENERAL HAMILTON, the American, when a youth 


3 of feventeen, was chief clerk to an eminent merchant 
in St. Euftatia, who being abfent, the bufinefs of the compt- 
ing room, of courfe, devolved on young Hamilton. He had 
banded to him a letter, direéted to his mafter, which, fup- 
poling it related to mercantile concerns, he opened’; but his 
lurprife was great when he found that it contained a challenge 
to his mafter, whofe proxy he was. The young hero 
anfwered the challense in the name of his mafter, and the 
timeand place were mentioned in the reply. Hamilton ap- 
peared to. the antagonift of his mafter on the field; and, to 
ule hisown words, “* did his dbufine/s in his abfence ;” and. 
would not agree to any compromife, except on the exprefs 
condition that the challenger fhould acknowledge, in writing, 
that he had received {uitable fatisfa€tion from Mr. _, 
that he was agentleman of honour, &c. and further, that he 
(Hamilton) 
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6f the enemy’s harbour, and having caufed the oars-of the 
boats to be muffled, he with a chofen boat’s crew towed in; 
and actually brought out three of the {hips from under the very 
muzzles of the guns of the French batteries. For this fervice 
he was promoted to the rank of Mafter and Commander, and 
was foon after made a Poft Captain in the royal navy. His 
fame Rood ‘high, ‘and he had intereft enough to keep the 
command of a frigate during the greater part of the enfuing 
peate, on board of which feveral vety diftinguifhed chara. 
térs‘of the Englifh navy were educated for their profefliott ; 
among others the -prefent Lord Charles Firzeérald, the Dake 
of Norfolk, gc. his charatter for difcipline inducing many 
perfons of high rank to put their fons under his care. On 
the occafion of '# ffigate'being difpatchéed to comduét his Ma, 
jefty’s fifter, thie late ‘aitfortunate Queen, from Denmark, to 
Stadt, Macbride was made choice of for this fervice, ad by 
his fpirited condu€t “frftified that choice. He demanded 
from the guns of ‘the calle of Elfineur where fhe was con. 
fined, that refpel ditto the fifter of his fovereign, whieh'the 
Danith Court would ctherwife have withhetd. 

Through the whole of the late war, Macbride was in aftion ; 
he commanded the Biefffaifant, ‘and was in her in the ation 
between Admirat Keppel and'Count d’Otvitliers, afd on 
that oficer’s triad melrdiitinguthdd himfelf by fome fevere 
repartecs td the queions of the profecator, Pallifer. In the 
Bienfaifane he captured tlie Artois, a moft powerful frigate; 
and behaved-with reat’ bravery i the a€tion under Lord 
Roddey, when hedett roy ed Dbn frran'de Langara’s fquadrone 
Being defirous of more aétive fervice than a thip of the line 
afforded, he afked’ for the ¢ommand of thé Artois, the frigate 
he had taken, arfd’ m her was fent to the North Seas, where, 
among other captures, he took two large Dutch’ privateers, 
and afterwards the-Pylades and Orefles, floops in our fer- 
vice. In his official account of thefe captures, he made ule 
of a ludicrous expreffion, that he’had! “ winged thé géntry,” 
an expreflion borrowed fron a {port he was fond of, cock. 
fighting. 

When in the latter part of this war feamen weré very 
much watited to' man the fleets, he undertook to raife twenty 
tHoufand' men in’ Ireland and in ‘a’ gréat degree fuccéeded, 
bur antortunarely, as’ itt moft cafes of that kind, was obliged 
totake all Ke could find in the wilds arid jails of Ireland, and 
who afterwards proved! the inftizators of the mutiriés which 
rook place in the fleet towards the conclufion of that war, 
Captain Macbride: firft' married Mifs Harrifon, sae ® of 
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the late Commodore Harrifon, with whom he acquired a 
ood fortune, and a beautiful feat on the hanks of the Tamar. 
His refidence here introduced him to aconneétion with the 
town of Plymouth, and the freemen of that place, to fhow 
their approbation of his conduét, elected him to reprefent 
them in Parliament, for which place he fat that feflion, and 
was not an tmactive Member. He brought in a bill for 
the relief of the widaws of warrant officers in the navy, 
which paffed into a law; he attempted alfo to procure 
another bill for refiri€ting Captains of the navy from holding 
civil employments, but in this he failed. He made a very 
fpirited ftand againft the fortification plan of his Grace of 
Richmond ; and his oppofition to the attempt to pafs over 
fome of the moft deferving officers of the navy, ina pro- 
motion of flag officers, is highly to be commended. 

Captain Macbride was generaliy found on the fide of op- 
polition, and from this circumftance loft his ele&tion in 1799, 
but came in again ona vacancy, and continued to fit for Pty- 
mouth till 1796. 

In 1793, he was promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral; 
in 1794, of Vice Admiral; and in 2796, to be Admiral ot 
the Blue ; but in this war has had little opportunity to dif- 
tinguifh himfelf. At the beginning of it, he was appointed 
to command at Plymouth, and fince his refignation of that 
pok we believe Admiral Macbride never hoitted his flag. 





CURIOUS MODE of SETTLING « CHALLENGE. 
ENERAL HAMILTON, the American, when a youth 


of feventeen, was chief clerk to an eminent merchant 
in St. Euftatia, who being abfent, the bufinefs of the compt- 
ing room, of courfe, devolved on young Hamilton. He had 
banded to him a letter, direfted to his mafter; which, fup- 
poling it related to mercantile concerns, he opened’; but his 
turprife was great when he found that it contained a challenge 
to his mafter, whofe proxy he was. The young hero 
anfwered the challenge in the name of his mafter, and the 
tmeand place were mentioned in the reply. Hamilton ap- 
peared to the antagonift of his mafter on the field; and, te 
ule his own words, “ did his bufne/s in his abfence ;” and 
would not agree to any compromife, except on: the exprefs 
condition that the challenger fhould acknowledge, in writing; 
that he had received fuitable fatisfattion from Mr. ———, 
that he was agentleman of honour, &c. and further, that he 
(Hamilton) 
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(Hamilton) thould never be known in the bufinefs—whick 
terms the challenger was obliged to accede to, or fight young 
Hamilton ; he chofe the former, and the parties fepa. 
rated. 

In a few months, however, it came to his mafter’s ears, who 
was fo ftruck with the magnanimity of fuch condu@, that he 
gave him the liberty to come to the continent, choofe what 
profeffion he pleafed, and draw on him to any amount. 

Perhaps to this anecdote America is indebted for the fer. 
vice and abilities of aman who has not his fuperior as a fol. 
dier, a financier, and a flatef{man. 





Remarks on the high Price of Rags and Paper. 


HE high price of rags and paper has occafioned two 
expedients to be reforted to, which it is to be hoped 
will have the effe&t of lowering them. One is to reduce to 
a pulp all kinds of paper which have been printed or written 
upon, and having extracted the colouring and oily matter, to 
re-manutacture it; the other is to obliterate the ink, &c. 
from the furface of the ufed paper, and thus convert it again 
into perfeéi white paper. Both attempts deferve encourage- 
ment ; and by conferring an increafed value upon old paper, 
may occafion much of it that has heretofore been watted or 
burnt, to be brought to market. As an encouragement to its 
prefervation, it would be praife-worthy in all perfons whole 
bufinefs creates much wafte writing or other paper, to beftow 
the produce of it as a perquifite upon their clerks or fer. 
vants. 

A greater evil could not have befallen literature than the 
prefent advance in the price of paper, and confequently in 
that of books. It cannot, however, be too often repeated, 
that the monopoly of rags and paper, as of the neceffaries 
of life, &c. is in great part, if not folely, occafioned by the 
difcounting accommodation afforded by the Bank of Eng- 
land. This pernicious fyftem of paper credit is now per- 
haps become unavoidable, but its ruinous effetts are every 
day becoming more apparent. During the American war, 
the weekly difcounts at the Bank feldom exceeded two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds ;. and they are now feldom beneath two 
millions ! 
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An ANECDOTE. 


N the memorable engagement that took place on the 6th of 

July, 1779, between Admiral Byron and Count D’Eftaing, 
of Grenada, the Lion, of 64 guns, then commanded by 
Captain, now Admiral Cornwallis, took a moft confpicuous 
fhare in the battle, infomuch that fhe was the ‘moft difabled of 
the Britifh fleet: this being obferved by one of the French 
80's, fhe immediately bore out of the line down upon the 
Lion, who could neither wear nor ftay, with an evident in- 
tent of raking her aftern; and as the Lion could only bring 
four guns to bear on her, the brave Cornwallis, with the 
greatelt coolnefs, gave dire€tions to his Aid-de-Camp, (the 
Hon. Mr. Wellelley, the prefent Marquis Wellefley’s bro- 
ther) to go below, and tell the officers to give orders to all the 
men to lie down, fore and aft, as an enemy’s fhip was coming. 
to rake them, adding thefe emphatick words, “ As we {hall 
go down together.”” The brave Admiral Barrington, but 
lately deceafed, in the Prince of Wales, of 74 guns, feeing 
the imminent danger of the Lion, clapped his helm aweather, 
and purfued the Frenchman, and at the critical moment that he 
was pointing all his guns into the Lion’s ftern, the Prince of 
Wales brought her broadfide clofe between the Lion’s flern, 
and the enemy, and took the whole dofe himfelf, and cons 
tnnued the conteft till fhe made the Frenchman fheer off very 
much fhattered. This manceuvre of Admiral Barrington on 
that day faved the Lion from deftruétion. 





Anfwer, by W, Wood, of Dunfler, to Cleon’s Queftion, ins 
Serted April 28, 


Y multiplying the terms of the given equation we have 

4x*—2—4x3-++-2x; the fluxion whereof 8xx—12x?x-++ 
2x0, by the queftion; hence x*— two-thirds x= one- 
fixth; therefore x==8603796, 








Anfwer, by T. Whicker, of Exeter,to W. Harris’s Logo. 
griphe, inferted Fune 9. 


N yon unfrequented fpot, 
Sec the Hermitage arife; 
Here the Hermit {pends his days, 
, Till crown’d with Age he calmly dies. 
Vou. XXXVI, 2G He 
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He fears no Rage of man or Beafls, 
Confiding folely in Heav’n’s care; 

Nor Hat or cap furround his brow, 
He Eats the meat of homely cheer, 


The mountain herb he makes his Tea, 
Confcience his impenetrable Targe; 

He heeds no Rate; bold as a Tar, 
Providence doth his fteps enlarge. 


Thus Girt by Heaven’s fuperior care, 
No Heat, nor cold, nor ftorms annoy ; 

No buftling winds bedin his Zar, 
Trifling as Mites againft his joy. 


*x* We have received the like anfwer from R. Andrews, 
and J. King, of Kingfbridge; P. A. Kavanagh, and R. Tho. 
mas, of Exeter; R. Baker, of the Poole Volunteers; Ser. 
jeant Field, of late Fourth Devon Militia; G. Coulman, of 
Broadhempfton; J. Whiteway, of Dartington; Serjeant 
Ath, of the Exminfter Volunteers; J. Field, of Staverton; 
and W. Rennels, of Barnftaple, 





A CHARADE, by W. Rennels, of Barnflaple. 


Certain game; a fovereign name ; 
And a lucid fubftance bring to light : 
A piece of furniture they’!! form 
Wherein Ophelia takes delight. 





A CHARADE, by 7. B. M. of Wareham, 


HEN foldiers brave together meet, 
And colours fail aloft in air, 
Then women crowd the ftreet, and foon 
My firft is feen confpicuous there. 


My next when thunders rend the fkies, 

And light’nings dreadful flafh around ; 
The failor wifhes oft to reach, 

And touch the long, long with’d for ground. 


In fam’d Britannia’s facred ifle, 
Where freedom will for ever be; 

Charadian gents, employ your minds, 

My whole’s a fea-port town you'll fee. 


9 POETRY. 
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HYMN to GOD for the GLORIOUS HARVEST. 


TERNAL GOD! we laud thy name, 
4 Thy love with cheerful voice we fing ; 
And from the altar of our hearts 
A willing offerjng, Lord! we bring. 


Thro’ thy great mercy famine flies, 
Which late o’er Britain drear did brood ; 
What more can mark a pow’r fublime ? 
What more can point the bounteous God ? 


This proves a God, a gracious God, 

A God whom Heaven and nature owns 3 
A God whom trembling finners dread ; 

A God who hears the orphan’s moans, 


Oh Lord! where’er we turn our eyes, 
O’er nature’s wide extended face; 

Wonders on wonders catch the view, 
Unuil we drop, loft in a maze. 


Great Pow’r! may Britain ftill implore 
The fweets of peace to crown the year ; 

That Britons ’neath their vines may fit 
Secure from all the ills of war. 


Oh let our future harvefts come 

With peace and plenty in their train! 
May maffacres no more aftound, 

Nor glut the glebe with gory ftain! 


Hail ! Great Godof Harvefts! hail! 
Eternal glories to thy name! 
Ye {pacious heavens proclaim his love, 
Nor thou, Oh earth, negle@ the theme! 
THOMAS WHICKER; 


Exeter, Auguft 17, 1800. 








The EXISTENCE of a DEITY. 
By the Rev. J. LATHROP. 


Wa I liftup my wond’ringeyes, _ 
And view the ground and fpacious fkies, 
‘« There isa God,’ my thoughts exclaim, 
Who built this vaft upendous frame. 


The fun by day with glorious light, 
The moon with milder rays by night 5 Each 
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Each rolling planet, Glowin flar, 
Wifdom and power divine declare. ——_—— 


The light’ning’s blaze, and thunder’s roar, 
The clouds, which watry bleffings pour; 
Tho winter’sfroft, the (ammer’s heat, 
This pleafing, awful trath repeat. 


The foreft, and the graffy mead, 

Where wild bealls roam, or tame ones feed 5 
Corn fpringing from the lifelefs clod W I 
Confefs the agency of God: ; 


My body form’d with niceft art, 

My heaving lungs, and beating heart ; 
My limbs, obfequious to my will, 
Shew forth my Maker’s power and fhill. 


The various paffions of the mind, 

The powers of reafon, more refin’d; 
Bold fancy’s flights ; each lively fenfe, _—_ 
Prove a fupreme intelligence. 


A God fo great, and always near, 

Shall be the obje& of my tear; Al 
His goodnefs, wifdom, truth, and love, 
Shall my beft paffions ever move. [From th 


My care fhall be, his facred will 
To underfland, and to fulfil ; 
Mis fervice fhall my life employ J 
His favour is my higheft joy. , Nob 





for 
——$—__— ~ - + - Watchet, 
ORIGINAL STANZAS. , J maleve! 
lake; the 
H* death, in pity to thy woes, the left hi 
Vouchfaf’d at length thine eyes to clofe ? ing the t 
Thy anguifh, then, is o’er ; head! 
Thy friendsare forrowing at thy fate ; nding 
But, ah! their forrowing comes too late, Blue An 
Thou wilt return no more, vited me, 
Enough of foff’ring thou haft feen, found tl 
Poor heart! I fear this world has been as myfelf 
A world of bitternefs to thee : their 
No joysillum’d thy cheerlefs day, cont 
. Love ftrew’d no roles in thy way— up abathi 
** A blank’sthy hiftory.” The rec 
Hither, fweet vi’lets, to her tomb hence to 
Ye pale primrofes, hither come, f readj 
And mourn the live-long {pring ; * th LE 
While, as our tears bedew the ground, ne lef 
And fighs are mingling with the found, Proud tur 
$e this the ftrain we fing: Luttrel], ; 
‘© When Heav’n’s laft fires extin® thal lie, duce a bea 
** And nature’s felf fhall fade and die; Mafs of fh 
** May fomc kind feraph bear it frkt b 
** Thee far from burning worldsaway fa ec 
** To fairer (cenes of happier day, nd on t} 


** And God’s peculiar care }” E.C Vou, a 
‘ ‘ 





